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NJSA Scholarship Winners Announced

The National Junior Swine Association (NJSA) awarded its annual outstanding member scholarships to senior Wrex Phipps, Kearney , Neb. ($1,000); intermediate Jamey Albrecht, Crawfordsville , Ind. ($300); junior Chris Hofschulte, Wyandotte , Okla. ($200); and Jackson Johnson, Poneto , Ind. ($100). The scholarships were scored on a combination of youth leadership activities, NJSA leadership and associated affiliate leadership, interest in swine industry and scholastic excellence.

Wrex Phipps, 21, is the son of Bill and Robin Phipps of Kearney , Neb. He is a junior at Colorado State University studying animal science with a chemistry minor. Phipps served as the 2002-03 president of the NJSA. As president, he helped launch the first NJSA Super Semen Auction, contributed articles to the Seedstock EDGE and The Pinnacle, assisted with the NJSA National Youth Leadership Conference, served on the NSR Youth Advisory Board, and helped conduct numerous NJSA shows. In 2003, Phipps received the first Claude Robinson Scholarship for livestock judging. He also was a National FFA Proficiency Winner in Ag Communications. He consistently placed in the top five in the Senior Sweepstakes Division of the National Junior Summer Spectacular from 2000 – 2002.

Jamey Albrecht, 17, is the daughter of Randy and Jackie Denhart of Crawfordsville , Ind. , and Mike Albrecht of Eldorado , Wis. Albrecht is a junior at North Montgomery High School where she is an active member in FFA, National Honor Society, Student Council, newspaper, PEERS, Cheer Block and Spanish Club. She is currently serving as secretary of her junior class and first vice president in her FFA chapter. Albrecht has been a NJSA member for four years. In 2003, she was named the Intermediate Sweepstakes Winner at the National Junior Summer Spectacular (NJSS). Albrecht serves on the NJSA Programs and Activities Committee. Some of her future goals include becoming a member of the NJSA Board of Directors, serving as Indiana Purebred Swine Queen, and competing on a collegiate judging team.

Christopher Hofschulte, 13, is the son of Phillip and Jan Hofschulte of Wyandotte , Okla. Hofschulte is an eighth grader at Wyandotte Junior High School . Hofschulte is an active 4-H member who has held numerous offices in his club in addition to serving in numerous community service projects. He is also a successful livestock judge and enjoys competing in as many contests as he can. Hofschulte became an NJSA member in 1999. Since then, he has competed in five NJSS events and two Southwest Regional shows. In 2002, he won the Southwest Regional Judging Contest. In 2003, he was named the Junior Sweepstakes Winner at the NJSS.

Jackson Johnson, 8, is the son of Mike and Karen Johnson of Poneto , Ind. Jackson attends Southern Wells Elementary School. Johnson has won many awards in the NJSA including third place in the 2002 NJSS Skillathon, eighth place in the 2003 NJSS Skillathon, and seventh place in the 2003 NJSS Showmanship Contest. He was featured in the NJSA Youth Spotlight in January 2003. He assisted with the NJSA booth and popper raffle in 2002 and 2003 at the World Pork Expo and NJSS.

The 2004 scholarship applications will be due Dec. 1, 2004, to the NSR Office. For more information, contact the NSR Director of Junior Activities, P.O. Box 2417, West Lafayette, IN 47996-2417, or call (765) 463-3594, or e-mail jennifer@nationalswine.com.
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