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GOIN’ FOR THE GOLD AT THE 
NJSA NATIONAL YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

The National Junior Swine Association will hold its fifth-annual national youth leadership conference in Modesto, Calif., on May 26-28, 2006. The theme for this year's conference is "Goin’ for the Gold." Youth ages 14-21 will be challenged to make the most of their opportunities in life while broadening their knowledge of important swine industry issues.  

Keynote speaker Matt Lohr of Broadway, Va., will captivate conference participants with his fun, inspirational, motivating programs drawn from his life experiences including visiting with former President George Bush, riding a bull, hiking the Grand Canyon, flying a plane, climbing Mt. Fuji, running for political office, winning a new Dodge truck, and witnessing the amazing birth of his daughter. Lohr has traveled over one million miles across all 50 states and eight countries entertaining both students and adults. He served as national FFA vice president. He is a former middle school teacher and an active partner in his family's beef, poultry, and crop operation. He is currently serving in the Virginia state legislature.
An exciting group of swine industry speakers and topics are slated for the conference. Topics include swine welfare, DNA testing and finding your place in the purebred swine industry.
In addition to these speakers, youth will tour Yosemite Meats Company, Fisher Nut Company, Small Town Genetics, Pork Power Farm and the Modesto Junior College Swine Teaching Farm. As well, youth will participate in workshops organized and planned by the NJSA Board of Directors.

Applications are due to the NSR office by April 21, 2006. These applications can be obtained by contacting the NSR office at P.O. Box 2417, West Lafayette, IN 47996-2417, or by phone at (765) 463-3594, or online at www.nationalswine.com. The conference fee is $100. All rooms, meals, activities and a t-shirt will be included in this fee. A $130 option is also available which includes a hooded sweatshirt.
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