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Youth “Go for the Gold” at NJSA National Youth Leadership Conference

Seventy National Junior Swine Association members representing 16 states came together for three inspiring days of leadership while “Goin’ for the Gold.” The fifth-annual NJSA National Youth Leadership Conference was held May 26-28 in Modesto, Calif. 

Matt Lohr, keynote speaker from Broadway, Va., and founder of New Directions Communications, captivated participants with his energetic sessions. He allowed participants to reflect upon their lives and the decisions they make every day. Lohr had a variety of hands-on activities, including skits, throughout his two-day seminar, concentrating on his “Get REAL” and “Something to Talk About” programs. 

“Matt Lohr was a very energetic speaker that made us realize the importance of persevering through the tough times and always finding the good in everything,” says Doug Albright, 20-year-old NJSA member from Coldwater, Mich. 

Albright says the leadership conference provided an opportunity for youth from across the country to interact, while being exposed to new areas of agriculture, both within and outside the swine industry.


Trent Loos, a sixth-generation U. S. farmer and agricultural activist from central Nebraska, also spoke during the conference. Loos challenged participants to be better activists for agriculture, and reinforced his point by asking participants difficult questions about production agriculture and current issues swine producers face. He put a few participants to the ultimate test by interviewing them for his radio program, “Loos Trails and Tales.” 

The first of a few educational tours involved visiting Yosemite Meats Company. General Manager Mike Curry discussed how the company utilizes niche markets to differentiate themselves from other meat-packing plants. Participants toured the facility and witnessed pork processing from start to finish.
The next stop for participants was Fisher Nut Company – a grower, packer and shipper of natural whole-shelled and in-shell almonds. Founder Ron Fisher and Colleen Aguiar, director of grower relations with the RPAC LLC, coordinated the tour. Participants explored almond trees, toured the company’s almond-processing facilities and heard an overview of the global marketing efforts being put forth by the California almond industry. 
A few California swine producers also led the participants through their operations, discussing what makes them unique. James and Kara Backman of Denair, Calif., co-owners of Small Town Genetics, gave the NJSA members an educational tour of their 200-sow farm and boar stud. The John and June Bailey Family of Turlock, Calif., welcomed participants to one of their many Pork Power Farm facilities, and described how they sells pig between 15 and 100 pounds to the Asian and Hispanic markets. Members also met with John Mendes and some of his Modesto Junior College students while touring the college’s hog facility. 
Michael Bradley, chief bureau of exhibits and competitive programs for the California Exposition and State Fair, and Darrell Anderson, CEO of the National Swine Registry, gave compelling presentations on understanding DNA testing in the swine industry. 
A young breeder’s panel consisting of Backman, Wes Barone, owner of Bar-One Farms of Caruthers, Calif., and Ryan Watje, partner in W-D Swine Farm of Modesto, Calif., offered participants insight as to how to be successful in the swine industry and shared their thoughts on various showpig topics.  
Youth also developed their skills through workshops led by NJSA junior board members. Katey Brattain, NJSA president from Greencastle, Ind., organized a workshop teaching older NJSA members what it takes to become a mentor in the NJSA’s MVP (Mentoring Values People) program. Cody Brock, NJSA secretary from Stet, Mo., and Seth Hoelscher, NJSA vice-president from Hereford, Texas, demonstrated various tips, such as a firm handshake, participants can use to be successful in scholarship and job interviews. NJSA Directors Emily Byers of Hoschton, Ga., and Jamey Albrecht of Crawfordsville, Ind., had NJSA members build human pyramids in an attempt to teach them the importance of teamwork. 

“There were a lot of excellent tours,” says Emily Arkfeld of Dunbar, Neb. “It was exciting to meet new people and develop my leadership skills.”  
The 2006 NJSA National Youth Leadership Conference was sponsored by the National Swine Registry, Pfizer, Truline Genetics, www.showpig.com, California Pork Producers, National Pork Board, Yosemite Farm Credit, Yosemite Meat Company, Fisher Nut Company, Ag Star Financial Services, ADM Alliance Nutrition Inc., Indiana Duroc Association, Kent Feeds, California State University – Fresno Swine Unit, Shaffer’s Gold Rush, Shipley Swine Genetics, Kevin Wendt, Indiana Yorkshire Breeders, Pork Power Farm, Modesto Junior College, WD Swine Farm, Kerlee Family, Mike Assali, Intervet and University of Illinois Animal Science Department.
The National Junior Swine Association was formally established in 2000 for youth, ages 21 and under, who have an interest in the Duroc, Hampshire, Landrace and Yorkshire breeds of swine. The NJSA offers youth a variety of opportunities to reach their potential through leadership conferences, scholarship programs, and national and regional junior shows featuring numerous educational contests.
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