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JUNIORS TEST SWINE KNOWLEDGE IN SKILLATHON  

During the National Junior Summer Spectacular Skillathon, held July 5 in Louisville, Ky., participants put their swine knowledge to use, while performing a variety of tasks, including ear notching, identifying meat cuts and answering questions on current issues in agriculture. 

Mark Wongrowski, Pemberville, Ohio, won the senior division. In the intermediate division, Tyler Sanders, Nappanee, Ind., took home top honors. The champion in the junior skillathon was Kane Austin, Mt. Vernon, Ill. The novice title was captured by Payton Hines, Quincy, Mich. The first place in each division received a chair, second place received a bag, and the third through fifth place participants were awarded a silver photo frame. 
The top 10 in each division follow:

Senior Skillathon Contest (17-21 years old)

(67 entries)

1. Mark Wongrowski, Pemberville, Ohio
2. Nathan Ray, Berwick, Ill.
3. Hyatt Frobose, Pemberville, Ohio

4. Alan Duttlinger, Hebron, Ind.

5. Brian Down, Cabery, Ill.
6. Stephanie Bradley, College Station, Texas
7. Mark Flory, Overbrook, Kan. 
8. Katie Hargrave, Wayland, N.Y.
9. Kyle Knauth, Milford, Ill. 
10. Doug Albright, Coldwater, Mich. 
Intermediate Skillathon Contest (13-16 years old)

(103 entries)
1. Tyler Sanders, Nappanee, Ind.
2. Aaron Balowski, Coldwater, Mich
3. Courtney Smith, Michigantown, Ind.
4. Emily Arkfeld, Dunbar, Neb.

5. Alyssa Smith, Michigantown, Ind. 
6. Bailey Albright, Coldwater, Mich. 

7. Ryan Giertz, New Windsor, Ill.

8. Konni Kelso, Seguin, Texas

9. Jacob Eve, Scottsburg, Ind. 
10. Austin Langemeier, Marion, Texas
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Junior Skillathon Contest (9-12 years old)

(76 entries)

1. Kane Austin, Mt. Vernon, Ill.

2. Jessica Awe, Elkhart, Ill.
3. Cole Riddle, Marysville, Ohio

4. Cole Awe, Elkhart, Ill. 
5. Jackson Johnson, Poneto, Ind. 

6. Shannon Stewart, Waverly, Iowa
7. Bryan Tucker, Fitzgerald, Ga. 
8. Tana Simmons, Tipton, Ind.

9. Dalton Downing, Grove, Okla. 
10. Whitney Willard, Bowen, Ill.
Novice Skillathon Contest (8 years old and under)

(68 entries)

1. Payton Hines, Quincy, Mich.

2. Katrina Heckman, Spring Mills, Pa. 

3. Cailyn Hines, Quincy, Mich.

4. Adrian Austin, Mt. Vernon, Ill.

5. Andrew Smith, Princeville, Ill. 
6. Reagan Langemeier, Marion, Texas
7. Emma Heckman, Spring Mills, Pa. 
8. Hunter Frobose, Pemberville, Ohio

9. Loren Eichman, Apple Springs, Texas
10. Cara Bowyer, Lawrenceville, Ill. 
The National Junior Summer Spectacular, sponsored by the National Junior Swine Association, is held each year in Louisville, Ky. Youth participants can compete in a gilt show, showmanship, skillathon, judging contest, speech contest, photography contest, poster contest and sweepstakes contest. This year more than 680 gilts were exhibited from youth representing 30 states. 
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