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ARKFELD WINS NJSA SCHOLARSHIP

Emily Arkfeld is the winner of the 2005 National Junior Swine Association (NJSA) Intermediate Scholarship. Arkfeld, 16, is the daughter of Tim and Lou Arkfeld of Dunbar, Neb.
The scholarships were scored on a combination of youth leadership activities, NJSA leadership and associated affiliate leadership, interest in swine industry and scholastic excellence. Ages were considered as of Jan. 1, 2005. A total of five scholarships were given away to youth in the following divisions: one novice (8 and under), one junior (9-12), one intermediate (13-16), and two seniors (17-21). Arkfeld will receive $300.

She attends Lourdes Central Catholic School in Nebraska City. She is an active member of the NJSA – taking part in the past six National Junior Summer Spectacular (NJSS) events. In 2005 and 2004, she finished first in the intermediate skillathon at the American Royal. She also won the 2003 intermediate speech contest at the NJSS.
Arkfeld has been active in 4-H and leadership positions within her club and county. She also serves as president of her FFA chapter and finished second in the Nebraska Swine Entrepreneurship Proficiency. In 2004, she was named the winner of the State Commissioner’s Excellence in Career Education Award.

She is a member of the National Hampshire Sheep Registry where she has participated in showing purebred Hampshire sheep. She also helps test meat at SiouxPreme Pack in Sioux City, Iowa, in which the data collected is used to put together meat quality EPDs. 

Arkfeld says it is important in her Hampshire swine operation to use all the tools available in order to maximize herd efficiency. These tools include performance testing, pedigrees and visual appraisal. Her family has also begun using DNA technology in assisting in their selection process.

She says, “I believe the production and promotion of the swine industry is vital to ensure a quality pork product. I look forward to continuing my work to help in that promotion because I have had the opportunity to grow up with the purebred swine industry; even more important I truly enjoy working with purebred swine.”
The National Junior Swine Association is the fastest growing youth organization in animal agriculture and is a division of the National Swine Registry located in West Lafayette, Ind. For more information, contact jennifer@nationalswine.com or (765) 463-3594.
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