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AUSTIN WINS NJSA SCHOLARSHIP
Kane Austin is the winner of the 2005 National Junior Swine Association (NJSA) Junior Scholarship. Austin, 11, is the son of Steve and Holly Austin of Mt. Vernon, Ill.
The scholarships were scored on a combination of youth leadership activities, NJSA leadership and associated affiliate leadership, interest in swine industry and scholastic excellence. Ages were considered as of Jan. 1, 2005. A total of five scholarships were given away to youth in the following divisions: one novice (8 and under), one junior (9-12), one intermediate (13-16), and two seniors (17-21). Austin will receive $200.
Austin attends Field Grade School in Texico. He became involved in NJSA in 2002 when he attended the National Junior Summer Spectacular (NJSS). In 2005, Kane won the Junior Sweepstakes Contest. He finished third in the judging contest, fourth in the skillathon and tenth in showmanship. 
He enjoys competing in judging contests as a member of the Marion County 
4-H Judging Team. He finished first in the junior division at the Illinois State 4-H Contest and numerous other contests throughout Illinois.
In addition to showing pigs, he has volunteered to clean the swine barn and showring before the county fair, helped in the 4-H stand at the fair, volunteered at the recycling center and mowed an elderly woman’s yard for a month. Sports and school are also passions in his life. 
Austin plans to raise and feed 16-20 more hogs next year to help supply classes for the North American International Livestock Exposition (NAILE) Judging Contest in Louisville. This will require much more effort and diligence on Austin’s part. However, he says it’s worth it. 


“I think it is important to continue to keep up the tradition of having high quality swine classes in the junior college contest at the NAILE, which in turn would help to promote the swine industry in a positive way,” Austin says. “I want to be a person that can help make that happen!”
The National Junior Swine Association is the fastest growing youth organization in animal agriculture and is a division of the National Swine Registry located in West Lafayette, Ind. For more information, contact jennifer@nationalswine.com or (765) 463-3594.
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