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HOELSCHER WINS NJSA SCHOLARSHIP

Seth Hoelscher has been named a 2005 National Junior Swine Association (NJSA) Senior Scholarship winner. Hoelscher, 20, is the son of R.C. and Diane Hoelscher of Hereford, Texas.
The scholarships were scored on a combination of youth leadership activities, NJSA leadership and associated affiliate leadership, interest in swine industry and scholastic excellence. Ages were considered as of Jan. 1, 2005. Five scholarships were given away to youth in the following divisions: one novice (8 and under), one junior (9-12), one intermediate (13-16), and two seniors (17-21). Hoelscher will receive $1,000.
Hoelscher is a sophomore at West Texas A&M University where he is a student government senator and Ag Ambassador. He plans to further his education by pursuing a master’s degree and possibly a doctoral degree in swine nutrition. 
He has been an active NJSA member, serving as the 2005-06 NJSA vice president and chairman of the NJSA Leadership Team. He participated in his first NJSA event in 2001 at the National Junior Summer Spectacular (NJSS) where he finished second in class with a Yorkshire gilt and was third in the intermediate speech contest. He has attended the past two NJSS events, but did not participate so he could assist with the NJSS contests and shows.  

Hoelscher’s favorite aspect of NJSA is the national leadership conference. At his first conference, he became passionate about the NJSA and made it a personal goal to become a member of the NJSA Board. He was instrumental in organizing the 2005 Leadership Conference and enjoyed the opportunity to give back to the members some of what the NJSA has taught him.
He has achieved great success through 4-H and FFA including the title of First Vice President of Texas State 4-H, an organization with more than one million members. He has also served as reporter of the Hereford FFA Chapter and president of his county 4-H Council. He was a member of the state champion 4-H livestock judging team and was second high individual overall. As well, he has received numerous awards in 4-H for state-winning demonstrations. In 2005, he was selected as a scholarship recipient to attend the Agriculture Future of America Conference in Kansas City.
“My plan is to have my own herd of purebred sows, with 20 to 50 sows after I graduate and go to work,” Hoelscher says. “The main reason I have decided on a career in the swine industry is because of the values it has taught me. My passion for the swine industry has shown me what can be done with hard work and initiative.”
The National Junior Swine Association is the fastest growing youth organization in animal agriculture and is a division of the National Swine Registry located in West Lafayette, Ind. For more information, contact jennifer@nationalswine.com or (765) 463-3594.
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